
Canadian Journal of Buddhist Studies, Number 15                                                                          249 
 

Notes on Contributors 

David Loy, PhD, is a Co-founder and Vice President of Rocky Mountain 
Ecodharma Retreat Center. David’s practice tradition is Japanese Zen 
tradition. He began Zen practice in Hawaii in 1971 with Yamada Koun 
and Robert Aitken, and continued with Koun-roshi in Japan, where he 
lived for almost twenty years. He was authorized to teach in 1988 and 
has led retreats and workshops nationally and internationally in places 
such as at Spirit Rock, Barre Center for Buddhist Studies, Omega Insti-
tute, Cambridge Insight Meditation Center, Terre d’Eveil in Paris, and 
Dharma Gate in Budapest. 

David is a professor of Asian and Comparative Philosophy (now retired). 
In June 2014 he received an honorary PhD from his Alma Mater, Carleton 
College, for his writings on socially engaged Buddhism. In April 2016 Da-
vid returned his honorary degree to the College, to protest the decision 
of the Board of Trustees not to divest from fossil fuel investments. 

David is a well-known writer, whose books and articles have been trans-
lated into many languages. His most recent book is Ecodharma: Buddhist 
Teachings for the Ecological Crisis, and he is co-editor of A Buddhist Response 
to the Climate Emergency (both Wisdom Publications). His writing focuses 
primarily on the encounter between Buddhism and modernity: what 
each can learn from the other. He is especially concerned about social 
and ecological issues. David’s writings, podcasts, and videos are available 
at davidloy.org. 

Joel Magnuson, Ph.D. is an economist and associate scholar at Willamette 
University in Salem, Oregon, USA. He is the author of several books in-
cluding: Mindful Economics: How the U.S. Economy Works, Why it Matters, and 
How It Could Be Different (Seven Stories Press, 2008), The Approaching Great 
Transformation: Toward a Livable Post-Carbon Economy (Seven Stories Press, 
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2013), From Greed to Wellbeing: A Buddhist Approach to Resolving our Economic 
and Financial Crises (University of Bristol Press/Policy Press, 2016), Financ-
ing the Apocalypse: Drivers for Economic and Political Instability (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2019). His latest book, The Dharma and the Economy: The Inner 
and Outer Work of Buddhist Economics, is forthcoming by Palgrave Macmil-
lan. He has also published numerous articles in journals and anthologies 
in North America, Europe, and Asia. 

Rebecca S.K. Li is Associate Professor of Sociology at The College of New 
Jersey, United States.  She received her undergraduate degree from the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong and her Ph.D. in Sociology at the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside.  Her research interests include historical 
comparative study of territorial disintegration, economic development, 
and the intersection between Chan Buddhism and sociological theory.  
Her recent publications include “The Social Origin of Creativity: A Socio-
logical Analysis of Master Taixu and master Sheng Yen as Buddhist 
Thinkers.”  She is editor of Chan Comes West, a collection of essays by 
Chan Master Sheng Yen and his lay Dharma heirs on Dharma transmis-
sion. 
Wendi L. Adamek is a Professor in the Department of Classics and Reli-
gion at the University of Calgary and holder of the Numata Chair in Bud-
dhist Studies. Her research interests include medieval Chinese Bud-
dhism, microphenomenology, and regenerative systems theory. Her 
most recent book is Practicescapes and the Buddhists of Baoshan, which cen-
ters on a seventh-century community in Henan, China (University of 
Hamburg Press, 2020). Previous publications include The Mystique of 
Transmission: On an Early Chan History and its Contexts (AAR Award for Ex-
cellence in Textual Studies, 2008) and The Teachings of Master Wuzhu: Zen 
and Religion of No-Religion (2011). Born in Hawai’i, she earned her degrees 
at Stanford University and has held research fellowships at Kyoto Uni-
versity (Fulbright), Peking University (NEH, Fulbright), the Stanford 
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Humanities Center, the Institute for Advanced Study (Princeton), and the 
Calgary Institute for the Humanities. 


