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involves some form or other of repetition. He concludes (p. 360) that "repetition 
thus thoroughly permeates every dimension of this class of Buddhist literature". 
3 Allon 997a: 252 explains that "it is surely easier to remember a sequence of 

words arranged ... according to syllable length", just as "it is easier to remember 
two different words when they share sound similarities and have the same met-
rical pattern"; cf. also Wynne 2004: 08- 2. 
4 According to Lord 987: 7 , such oral transmission involves "never merely 

memorizing a fixed entity, but ... ever re-creating a new version of older forms 
and stories". 
5 Bechert 985: 2  points out that oral tradition in India had achieved a remark-

able degree of precision. Hence, as Graham 987: 38 explains, the "oral trans-
mission of scripture should not be confused with folk oral tradition in which 
verbatim accuracy is not aspired to". 
6 Allon 997b: 42 notes that "communal or group recitation or performance re-

quires fixed wording" and would not allow for improvisation. Coward 986: 
300 points out that "group listening to check for errors is still an accepted 
method of verification in rural India today". 
7 Von Simson 965: 37- 38 gives the following examples: brahmujjuggatto - 

bçhadçjug tro; muducittaü - muditacittaü; aññataro - jñ tav n; sammodi 
sammodan yaü - sammukhaü sammodan ü. 
8 Cf. Frauwallner 956: 73- 75 and von Hinüber 989: 67-68. 
9 Allon 997a: 39. 

20 Be and Se read yojetv , bhaddaü bhaddaü. 
2  DN 6 at DN II 73,4. 
22 Be reads pañissutv , Ce reads pañissutv  utth y san . 
23 AN 7:20 at AN IV 8,4. Allon 997a: 39 notes that a description of how 
someone approaches by chariot can, however, be found elsewhere in the Aïgut-
tara-nik ya collection, cf. e.g. AN 5:50 at AN III 59,27 (King Muõóa ap-
proaches the monk N rada); AN 8: 2 at AN IV 8 ,23 (General S ha ap-
proaches the Buddha); and AN 0:30 at AN V 65,9 (King Pasenadi approaches 
the Buddha); though the description given in these discourses is shorter than the 
"chariot approach" pericope employed in the D gha-nik ya. 
24 Allon 997a: 62. 
25 DN 6 at DN II 04, 2 and Ud 6:  at Ud 63, 3.  
26 Ce does not have ac rapakkante yasmante nande. 
27 Se adds (ekamantaü aññhsi. ekamantaü ñhito kho M ro p pim ) in brackets. 
28 Be and Se add bhagavantaü. 
29 SN 5 : 0 at SN V 260,25. 
30 AN 8:70 at AN IV 3 0, . 
3  The pericope of "taking of a low seat", aññataraü n caü sanaü gahetv , 
leads from the pericope that describes the giving of a meal to a sermon e.g. in 
DN 3 at DN I 09,36 (for further reference and a discussion of this variation cf. 
Allon 997a: 22). The same pericope can also be found regularly in the Madh-
yama- gama, cf. e.g. M  32 at T I 625b 7: , in which case it is also 
found in the Tibetan counterpart at D ’dul ba kha 05b3: stan ches dma’ ba zhig 
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blangs te, whereas in the P li version MN 82 at MN II 64,23 the whole episode 
is not found. Sanskrit occurrences are e.g. n cataram sanaü gçh tv  in Dutt 

984: 265, 5, being a counterpart to Sn 3:7 at Sn p. ,9: aññataraü n caü 
sanaü gahetv ; or (n cata)[r](a)[k](a)m- sanaü gçh tv  in the Mah parinir-

v õa-s tra fragment S 360 folio 87 V5 in Waldschmidt 950: 26, being a 
counterpart to DN 6 at DN II 26,26, where the low seat is not mentioned; or 
n cataram sanaü gçh tv  in the Saïghabhedavastu in Gnoli 977: 45, 4, be-
ing a counterpart to Vin I 8,9, where the low seat is not mentioned. 
32 Instead of the pericope of "taking a low seat" after the pericope that describes 
the giving of a meal, only the pericope "sat down at one side", ekamantaü ni-
s di, leads over to a sermon e.g. in AN 4:57 at AN II 63,4 (for further references 
cf. Allon 997a: 23). 
33 MN 85 at MN II 93,9. 
34 Vin II 28,36. 
35 E.g. MN 5 at MN I 3 ,29: pubbanhasamayaü niv setv  pattac varaü d ya. 
36 Vin I 227, 0 = Ud 8:6 at Ud 86, 3: bhagav  pubbaõhasamayaü niv setv  pat-
tac varaü d ya saddhiü bhikkhusaïghena yena vasath g raü ten’ upasank-
ami, followed by describing that the laity heard a discourse from the Buddha 
and were then dismissed, bhagav  ... up sake bahud eva rattiü dhammiy  
kath ya sandassetv  sam dapetv  samuttejetv  sampahaüsetv  uyyojesi, where 
the reference to bahud eva rattiü makes it clear that the discourse was given at 
night time, so that the earlier reference to "the morning", pubbanhasamayaü, 
does not fit the context. Allon 997a: 4  notes this error and also draws atten-
tion to instances where the pericope is properly adjusted to its context e.g. in 
MN 53 at MN I 354, 2 or in SN 35:202 at SN IV 83, 6, which introduce a 
similar situation only with niv setv  pattac varaü d ya, without the specifica-
tion pubbanhasamayaü. 
37 Following bhavantaü in Ce against PTS bhagavantaü, Be and Se abbreviate. 
38 SN2 97 at SN2 I 372,20 (SN 7:  at SN I 73,23 reads dharetu). 
39 Se adds up sakaü maü bhavaü Gotamo dh retu ajjatagge p õupetaü sara-
õaü gataü before labheyy haü etc. 
40 Be does not have kho, Se does not have ca. 
4  Sn :4 at Sn p. 5,23. The Chinese parallels S  98 at T II 27b26, S 2 264 at T 
II 466c 0, and S 3  at T II 493b8 agree with Sn :4, as according to them he 
went forth and became an arahant.  
42 E.g. M  33 at T I 474a 9: . 
43 MN 2 at MN I 83,20 and MN 74 at MN I 50 ,  report that a monk was fan-
ning the Buddha. 
44 E.g. M  9 at T I 430b 0:  (with a , , and  variant reading ); 
cf. also Minh Chau 99 : 29. 
45 MN 24 at MN I 47,5 and MN 47 at MN III 277,30.  
46 E.g. M  32 at T I 623b23:  and its parallel MN 82 at MN II 56,22: 
padakkhiõaü katv . A reference to three circumambulations can be found in 
DN 6 at D II 63,27, according to which Mah kassapa performed three circum-



29

ambulations of the Buddha’s funeral pyre. Part of this pericope has also been 
preserved in a Sanskrit fragment parallel to an occurrence of this pericope in 
M  6  at T I 686a 8, cf. SHT V 48 R4 in Waldschmidt 985: 47: tripra-
da(kùiõ kçtv ). 
47 E.g. MN 7 at MN I 39,27: abhikkantaü ... abhikkantaü, and its counterpart in 
M  93 at T I 576a 0:  ... . 
48 E.g. M  29 at T I 46 b27: , . 
49 MN 35 at MN I 229,35; MN 09 at MN III 5,23; and MN 44 at MN III 
264,30. Notably, though none of these three P li discourses has a parallel in the 
Madhyama- gama, each has a parallel in the Saüyukta- gama, where in each 
case this pericope is not found, cf. S  0 at T II 35c  (parallel to MN 35); S  
58 at T II 4b 7 (parallel to MN 09); and S  266 at T II 347c23 (parallel to 
MN 44). A Tibetan version of this pericope can be found in the parallel to MN 
90, D ’dul ba kha 88a , in which case this particular pericope is also found in 
the Madhyama- gama parallel to the same discourse, M  2 2 at T I 793b 5, but 
not in the P li version. 
50 E.g. in MN  at MN I ,3: ‘bhikkhavo ’ti. ‘bhadante ’ti te bhikkh  bhagavato 
paccassosuü; on the use of this pericope in the D gha-nik ya and the Majjhima-
nik ya cf. also Manné 990: 33; on its relative lateness Meisig 987: 225. 
5  MN  at MN I ,5 continues with bhikkhave. On the vocative bhikkhave cf. 
also Bechert 99 :  and Lüders 954: 3. 
52 MN  at MN I ,7 continues with bhante. 
53 T 48 at T I 837c25: "the Buddha said: ‘monks!’; the monks replied: ‘yes, in-
deed!’; the monks listened to the Buddha; the Buddha said ... "; , 

, , . According to the introductory remark in T 48 at 
T I 837c2 , this discourse stems from a Madhyama- gama collection, .  
54 This account can be found in the Dharmaguptaka Vinaya, T 428 at T XXII 
793a7; in the Mah vastu of the Mah s ïghika tradition in Senart 897: 4 5,8; in 
the Mah saka Vinaya, T 42  at T XXII 08a7; in the (M la-)Sarv stiv da 
Vinaya, T 450 at T XXIV 30a20; in the Sarv stiv da Vinaya, T 440 at T 
XXIII 5 a 2; and in the Therav da Vinaya at Vin I 2 , ; cf. also SN 4:5 at SN I 
05,24 (or SN2 4  at SN2 I 236, 0) and its parallel S  096 at T II 288b3. 

55 Cf. also Gombrich 990: 25. 
56 Davidson 992: 293 comments that the "processes of elaboration and consoli-
dation must have begun during the life of the Buddha". 
57 Williams 970: 66 suggests that "it is possible that the Buddha’s teaching 
methods included repetition and stylized formulae to aid memorization". 
58 This is found in AN 3:30 at AN I 30,29, which illustrates the case of some-
one who listens but then forgets it all again after leaving with the example of 
having different types of seeds on one’s lap and then getting up quickly, as a re-
sult of which the seeds will all be scattered around.  
59 DN 33 at DN III 2 0, 8; D  9 at T I 49c6 and Sanskrit fragment K 484 folio 

 Rc in Stache-Rosen 968: 7. 
60 MN 77 at MN II 8,30 reports that even those disciples who excelled in living 
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in seclusion would come for the fortnightly recitation of the code of rules, te an-
vaddham saü saïghamajjhe osaranti p timokkhuddes ya; and according to 
Vin I 05,26 a monk should come for the fortnightly recitation even if he is liv-
ing apart.  
6  Tilakaratne 2000: 75- 76 explains that "the fundamental purpose of the act 
of saïg yana and therefore of the events described as saïg ti is the assurance of 
the unity of the Buddhist monastic organisation", "in the act of saïg yana ... the 
key activity was to recite together", " memorization or preservation of the 
Canon ... was not its main purpose ... the act of saïg yana, first and foremost, 
was meant to be a public expression of one’s allegiance to the organisation 
which was represented by the Dhamma and the Vinaya"; " the recital of the 
P timokkha by the members of the Saïgha every fortnight serves virtually the 
same purpose"; cf. also Bareau 955: 34 and Witanachchi 2006: 72 , who 
points out that "what is relevant in a saïg ti is not so much the reciting of the 
text together, but the absence of any discordance". 
62 SN 0:6 at SN I 209, 9 (or SN2 240 at SN2 I 45 , ); S  32  at T II 362c 0 
and S 2 320 at T II 480c2 . 
63 SN 2:45 at SN II 74, 5: bhagav  rahogato pañisall no imam dhammapari-
y yam abh si.  
64 Ud : -3 at Ud -3; cf. also Vin I -2. 
65 DN 33 at DN III 24 ,26; DN 34 at DN III 279, 2 (abbr.); AN 5:26 at AN III 
22, 4; D  9 at T I 5 c 0; D  0 at T I 53c22; and S  565 at T II 49a6; cf. also 
Collins 992: 26- 27. Coward 986: 300-30  explains that "the mere memori-
zation of the text is not judged to be the most important aspect of the oral tradi-
tion ... by chanting or listening to the rhythmic words of a sacred text, the teach-
ing and inspiration in the words becomes renewed and reinforced. In this sense 
the oral recitation of a text is a sacramental act". 
66 AN 0:60 at AN V 2, 6 and D shes ka 279a ; translated in Feer 883: 50; 
a Tibetan discourse that apparently was translated from a P li original, cf. 
Skilling 993: 84-98 and 23- 24. 
67 SN 46: 4- 5 at SN V 79-80. SN 46: 4 has a counterpart at D shes ka 28 b-
282a, translated in Feer 883: 50- 52; another Tibetan discourse that appears 
to have been translated from a P li original, cf. Skilling 993: 27. 
68 SN 46: 6 at SN V 8 ,23. 
69 S  727 at T II 95c23: , , with its counterpart in bodhy-
aïgakath ü rutv , bodhyaïg n ü rasaü sa vijñ ya in Waldschmidt 967: 
244. The verses continue by describing that such listening to the teachings leads 
to the arising of joy and to calmness of the body. De Silva 993: 33 (without 
knowing the Chinese and Sanskrit versions) explains that "when one is re-
minded of the spiritual qualities one has already cultivated ... great joy must be 
arising in the mind. Such joy is perhaps capable of altering the body’s chemistry 
in a positive manner". 
70 Kwella 978: 73 explains that "the texts repeat very often the same words... 
the citta ... comes to the same subtle pictures ever and ever again ... a compara-
tively high concentration of the mind ... will be the ... result". 
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7  AN 7:58 at AN IV 86,9: yath sutaü yath pariyattaü dhammaü vitth rena 
sajjh yaü kareyy si, with its counterparts in M  83 at T I 559c 3: 

, ; and in T 47 at T I 837a2 : , 

. 
72 Ps II 9 : recommends reciting with loud voice to overcome unwholesome 
thoughts, mah saddena sajjh yitabbo. 
73 Bechert 992: 53: explains that "oral tradition continued to exist side by side 
with written scriptures for many centuries. Malalasekera 994: 46 notes that the 
"practice of learning up portions of the Scriptures continued ... for a very long 
time" even after they had been written down. This finds confirmation in the 
travel records by Fa-xian ( ), who towards the end of the fourth and the be-
ginning of the fifth century searched in vain for Vinaya manuscripts all over In-
dia, as the material was still transmitted purely through oral means, T 2085 at T 
LI 864b 8: , translated in Legge 998: 98 (though, as pointed out by 
Demiéville 95 : 247 note , the lack of Vinaya manuscript would also have 
been in part due to the intentionally restricted circulation of such material). 
74 Cousins 983: 5 explains that "every monk would need a stock of small pieces 
for chanting when visiting the sick or for recitation after receiving food". 
75 Pj II 94: p timokkhaü dve t õi bh õav rasuttant ni ca paguõaü katv , cf. 
also Collins 992: 23. 
76 Ud 5:6 at Ud 59,20: pañibh tu taü, bhikkhu, dhammaü bh situü (following 
Se-Ud 65, while Be-Ud 48 and Ce-Ud 244 read dhammo and the PTS edition 
reads pañibh tu bhikkh naü); cf. also Vin I 96,34.  
77 Ud 5:6 at Ud 59,22: soëasa aññhakavaggik ni sabb n’ eva sarena abhaõi. For 
a detailed study of the texts that according to the different Vinayas Soõa recited 
on this occasion cf. Lévi 9 5. 
78 Vin I 69,6: suttantikehi suttantaü saïg yantehi, which it mentions in addi-
tion to dhammakathikehi dhammaü s kacchantehi, discussion on the Dhamma 
by those who teach the Dhamma, and vinayadharehi vinayaü vinicchinantehi, 
investigation of Vinaya matters by the Vinaya specialists, which indicates that 
the first of these three intends mere recitation of the texts. 
79 AN 5:73 at AN III 86,25; cf. also AN 6:46 at AN III 355,6 on the conflict be-
tween monks who emphasized theoretical learning and those who emphasized 
meditation. 
80 Vin IV 254,4; Vin IV 255,4; Vin IV 256,23; Vin IV 285, 8; Vin IV 290,4; Vin 
IV 292, 4 and Vin IV 302,2  present the nun Thullananda as bahussut  bh õik ; 
epithets accorded at Vin IV 290,6 and Vin IV 292, 4 also to Bhadd  K pil n . 
Skilling 2000: 6  note 43, however, suggests to take bh õik  not in the sense of 
"reciter", as the term with this meaning is found only in later texts, but in the 
sense of "eloquent". 
8  Cowell 887: 493,8: bhikùuõyas tripiñ  dh rmakathik ; cf. also Skilling 2000: 
62. 
82 D p verse 8: 3 in Oldenberg 879: 97,6; cf. also Skilling 2000: 64. 
83 Gombrich 990: 25 explains that, though some lay people knew texts by 
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heart, "only monks and nuns ... were so organized that they could hand them on 
to future generations". 
84 These are the p cittiya/p tayantika rule no. 6 in the Dharmaguptaka Vinaya, 
T 428 at T XXII 639a5, which prohibits "reciting together", ; rule no. 6 
in the Mah s ïghika Vinaya, T 425 at T XXII 336c20, which prohibits "teach-
ing ... to speak the Dharma by sentence",  ... , which in the Sanskrit 
version in Tatia 975: 9, 6 reads: pada o dharmaü v caya; rule no. 6 in the 
Mah saka Vinaya, T 42  at T XXII 39c22, which prohibits "teaching ... to re-
cite the discourse(s)",  ... ; rule no. 6 in the (M la-)sarv stiv da Vinaya, T 

442 at T XXIII 77 c22, which prohibits "teaching the Dharma in sentence and 
phrases by joint recitation", , which in the Sanskrit version in 
Banerjee 977: 32,  reads: pada o dharmaü v cayet (the Tibetan version in 
Vidyabhusana 9 5: 77,3 reads tshig gis chos ’don na lhung byed do); rule no. 6 
in the Sarv stiv da Vinaya, T 435 at T XXIII 7 a7, which prohibits "teaching 
the Dharma by way of sentence", , which in the Sanskrit version in von 
Simson 2000: 205,3 reads: pada o dharmaü v cayet; and rule no. 4 in the 
Therav da Vinaya at Vin IV 4,30, which enjoins that one should not "make re-
cite the Dhamma sentence by sentence", padaso dhammaü v ceyya. For a com-
parative study of the different Vinaya accounts of this rule cf. Lévi 9 5: 422-
423 and 436-44 . Wynne 2004: 09 notes that the wording of this rule shows 
that "Sutta portions of the early Buddhist literature were learnt verbatim among 
the ordained". 
85 Vin I 40,36: gacchantu bhaddant  imaü suttantaü pariy puõissanti pur’ 

yaü suttanto palujjati. 
86 T 435 at T XXIII 74b28: , . 
87 SN 4 :3 at SN IV 286, 2. The parallel S  570 at T II 5 a 2 differs, as ac-
cording to its presentation he formulated his question without referring to any 
discourse in particular. 
88 In SN 4 :  at SN IV 282,28 and its parallel S  572 at T II 52a 2, Citta gives 
an exposition on the topic of "fetters" to a group of monks who had been unable 
to resolve a discussion on this issue. SN 4 :5 at SN IV 292,  and its parallel S  
566 at T II 49b 4 report how Citta explains the meaning of a verse (found in 
Ud 7:5 at Ud 76,26) to a monk (though in this case it could also be that the monk 
only asked in order to test the householder’s wisdom, not out of ignorance). 
89 AN : 4 at AN I 26,5: etad aggaü mama s vak naü up sak naü dhamma-
kathik naü yadidaü Citto gahapati; while its counterpart E  6.  at T II 559c 0 
extols his superior wisdom, . 
90 Iti-a 32. Cf. also AN : 4 at AN I 26, 9, according to which Khujjuttar  was 
outstanding for "having heard much", bahussuta (the listing of eminent disciples 
in E  7.  at T II 560b  instead reckons her outstanding for her wisdom, ); 
and AN 2: 2 at AN I 89,2, which presents Khujjuttar  as an exemplary lay dis-
ciple, worthy to be emulated by others. 
9  It :  at It ,4, with its counterpart in T 765 at T XVII 662b 5: "I, from the 
Blessed One, heard these words", , , 
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92 The conclusion to a discourse, e.g. in It :  at It , 6, states that: "this meaning 
was also said by the Blessed One, so I have heard it", ayam pi attho vutto bha-
gavat , iti me sutaü (T 765 has not preserved a conclusion to its discourses). 
The pericope employed to lead over from the prose section to verse(s), e.g. in It 
:  at It ,8, reads: "this is the meaning of what the Blessed One said. In regard 

to this, it was said like this", etam atthaü bhagav  avoca, tatth’ etaü iti vuccati. 
The counterpart to this transition pericope in T 765 at T XVII 662b20 reads: "at 
that time the Blessed One, taking up this matter again, spoke in verse",  

, , . 
93 In the case of P li and Chinese sources, quotations are according to the PTS 
and Taish  editions by giving first the discourse by number and then its loca-
tion by volume, page and line; in the case of Tibetan sources, quotations are to 
the location in the Derge edition. 
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